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Introduction
Born in 2010 out of the desires of the cantons of Bern, Fribourg, Vaud, 
Neuchatel, Geneva and Valais to pool their strengths and skills, the GGBa 
is now a network of experienced and passionate professionals located 
around the world, working to enhance the appeal of Western Switzerland.

Since its inception, the investment promotion agency has supported 
hundreds of foreign entrepreneurs drawn by the region’s unique 
framework conditions, its prosperity and the diversity of the economy,  
the availability of a qualified workforce and an unparalleled quality of life.

With its country-specific approach and its strong focus on future technologies  
such as life science, robotics and fintech, the GGBa has contributed  
to strengthening the local ecosystem through the establishment of value-
creating firms.

In 2018, the GGBa continued its efforts to identify and prospect high-
potential companies. To this end, it worked hand in hand with the cantonal 
investment promotion agencies, as well as local partners such as 
technology parks, thematic platforms and research institutes including 
CSEM and Idiap.

For 2019, the GGBa will continue to focus on selected promising sectors 
and on high-potential markets such as France, China – where a second 
office was inaugurated in 2018, in Shenzhen – and the United States, 
where the GGBa will strengthen its presence at the heart of Silicon Valley.
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2018 in figures
In a joint effort, the GGBa and the cantonal economic development offices 
supported in 2018 the establishment of 92 companies in Western 
Switzerland. 712 jobs are expected to be created over the next three years.

712 jobs 
anticipated over 
the next 3 years

92 established 
companies

Life sciences

+12
+120

Information and 
communication 

technology

+277
+33

Financial services 
and international 

trading

+64
+8

Micro and  
nanotechnologies  

and precision  
engineering

+40
+7

Energy and 
environment

+25
+1

Watch- 
making, luxury  

goods, cosmetics  
and perfumes

+47
+5

Services

+72
+12

Other

+67
+14
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Established 
companies and 
success stories by 
geographic origin

Why Western Switzerland 

• Entrepreneurial dynamism, with successful funding rounds  
and new start-ups

• Presence of renowned schools with a large student population

• Internationalization of the business model

Thibault Jaime, Director

Why Western Switzerland 

• Strong life sciences ecosystem

• Extremely developed medical technologies sector

• International flair and multicultural tradition 

Yves Mboda, Founder & CEO

Country of origin : France
Sector : EdTech
Swiss location : Lausanne

Activity : Coding school
Jobs : 10  
(anticipated over the next 3 years)

Country of origin : France
Sector : Digital health
Swiss location : Geneva

Activity : Development and 
exploitation of the Colnec® app

Jobs : 15  
(anticipated over the next 3 years)

Europe

Le Wagon Colnec Health

Why Western Switzerland 

• Key market for philanthropic organizations, with a centuries-old 
tradition and an unparalleled dynamism

• Correspondence with our entrepreneurial values

• To provide Swiss companies with solutions to adapt their philanthropic  
model to the new economy 
 

Alexandre Mars, Founder

Why Western Switzerland 

• As a beachhead to bring the WatchBox luxury standard for pre-
owned watches to the heart of the Swiss watchmaking industry,  
and eventually the rest of Europe

• To promote artisanal Swiss watchmakers and their craft to the global 
WatchBox customer base

• To educate analysts at leading investment banks in Geneva and  
Zurich, and the greater industry, about the rise of the pre-owned category 

Danny Govberg, Founder

Country of origin : United States
Sector : Philanthropy
Swiss location : Geneva

Activity : Fight against social 
injustice through donation

Jobs : 3  
(anticipated over the next 3 years)

Country of origin : USA
Sector : Luxury/Watches
Swiss location : Neuchatel

Activity : Marketing & Sales,  
Public Relations

Jobs : 10  
(anticipated over the next 3 years)

North and South America

WatchBox Epic Foundation

Why Western Switzerland 

• Key strategic location for the worldwide commercialization  
of analytical health solutions

• Presence of both technical and economic resources in the field  
of human health and scientific research

• Proximity of key partners in the field of blood microsampling

Florian Lapierre, General Manager Switzerland

Why Western Switzerland 

• Western Switzerland’s importance as a global commodities  
trading platform

• Attractive financial, business and tax conditions thanks to the free 
trade agreement between Switzerland and China

• Strong support provided by the GGBa, which was also instrumental  
in the establishment of COFCO International’s HQ in Geneva in 2017

Country of origin : Australia
Sector : Life sciences
Swiss location : Fribourg

Activity : Global business develop-
ment for the microsampling portfolio

Jobs : 4  
(anticipated over the next 3 years)

Country of origin : China
Sector : Shipping
Swiss location : Geneva

Activity : Dry bulk shipping
Jobs : 3  
(anticipated over the next 3 years)

Asia-Pacific

Trajan Scientific and Medical COSCO

North and 
South America

+155
+19

Asia-Pacific

+118
+9

Europe

+405
+56

712 jobs 
anticipated over 
the next 3 years

92 established 
companies

Rest of 
the world

+34
+8
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Evaluation visits to 
Western Switzerland

351 evaluation 
visits

283 companies from 36 countries visited Western Switzerland 
in 2018. This represents a total of 351 first corporate visits, 
with some companies visiting several cantons.

+136
Europe

+43
Asia- 

Pacific+67
North 

and South 
America

+37
Rest of 

the world

283 companies
from 

36 countries
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Focusing on future 
technologies
In 2018, the GGBa carried out specific promotion and prospecting 
activities in several sectors that are very promising for the region, 
including drones and blockchain.
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Thanks to close collaboration between academia, industry 
and the authorities, Switzerland is at the forefront of flying  
robotics and autonomous systems. In 2018, the GGBa 
worked to strengthen the image of the country in this 
sector, together with strategic partners.

In April, a targeted prospecting mission was co-organized 
with the investment promotion agency Greater Zurich Area 
at the Commercial UAV Expo Europe in Amsterdam. As both 
Western Switzerland and the Zurich region boast consi-
derable advantages for drone companies, this joint effort 
proved to be particularly effective.

In a similar cooperative spirit, the GGBa joined forces with 
key Swiss economic promotion players for the VivaTech 
innovation fair held in Paris in May. The “ Swiss volière ” 
pavilion, designed by Presence Switzerland to showcase 
the country’s innovative strength in the field of flying 
robots, was a great success. In parallel, the GGBa unveiled 
its new website dedicated to the Swiss drone ecosystem, 
investinswitzerland.com/drones, produced in collabora-
tion with Greater Zurich Area. Additional communication 
tools for potential investors interested in this sector were 
also developed.

Drones

At the World Drone Congress in Shenzhen, in June, 
Thomas Bohn gave a presentation on what makes Western 
Switzerland a fertile ground for the launch of drone-related 
projects, in front of a large audience of business leaders. 
The GGBa also participated in XPONENTIAL, the world’s 
largest event in the drone industry, held in Denver in May,  
as well as in the Commercial UAV Expo Americas in Las Vegas  
in October. On the occasion of the “ Aerial Futures : The Drone  
Frontier ” event organized by the swissnex network on the 
sidelines of the Boston HUBweek in October, the GGBa 
hosted a panel on “ Landing in the Drone Valley ”, together 
with Greater Zurich Area and swiss aeropole.

https://investinswitzerland.com/drones/
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A little known fact is that Western Switzerland is home to a 
vibrant blockchain ecosystem. In 2018, the GGBa became 
interested in the potential of this new technology and worked  
to strengthen the region’s positioning as a destination for 
innovative and value-creating blockchain projects.

Now a member of the Crypto Valley Association, the GGBa 
has built a strong network of partners active in the 
blockchain industry. In September, it organized the confe-
rence “ Blockchain (r)evolution in Western Switzerland ? ”  
in Crans-Montana, where academic, industry and legal 
experts presented the advantages of Western Switzerland 
for blockchain companies.

Online and offline communication tools were developed. Among 
them is the website investinswitzerland.com/blockchain, 
intended for project promoters, which gives an overview 
of the key players, events and latest news in the sector.

Blockchain

The GGBa also supported the establishment of a number 
of blockchain companies. These include French asset 
management company Trecento, blockchain and ICO 
advisory firm Psion Finance, as well as software and 
services provider Centreon.

Relive the highlights of the conference 
“ Blockchain (r)evolution in Western Switzerland ? ” 

on YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHwHsasV-VI&t=3s
https://investinswitzerland.com/blockchain/
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“ We chose to establish Daxos in Geneva based on expert 
advice from Psion Finance (strategic advice on the project)  
and Ochsner & Associés (legal advice), while benefitting 
from the support offered by the GGBa. Switzerland offers 
both a proactive and serious legal framework that  
facilitates the acceleration of innovative solutions and 
a business-friendly technological ecosystem. Thanks to 
the scientific community based in Geneva, the interna-
tional talent and the world-class blockchain and data 
science universities, Daxos will be able to grow with 
confidence and build a network of partnerships, a key 
element of its community orientation. ”

Samir Brizini 
Managing Director 
Daxos

Daxos will be the first data marketplace allowing to optimize 
IT operations, thanks to the collective intelligence of an 
open community of IT managers and data scientists. This 
marketplace, built on a blockchain-secured platform, aims 
to accelerate the making of predictive analysis to AIOps 
(Artificial Intelligence for IT operations) in a trusted and 
transparent manner. Daxos is designed by Centreon,  
a reference in open source solutions in the IT monitoring 
sector, with over 80 employees in France and Canada.

Country of origin France

Sector Information and 
 telecommunications technologies

Swiss location Geneva

Activity IT operations solutions

Jobs 30

Centreon 
establishes Daxos 
in Geneva

(anticipated over  
the next 3 years)
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GGBa in Shenzhen : 
chronology of a success
Present in Shanghai since its inception in 2010, in March 2018 the GGBa 
inaugurated a new hub in Shenzhen, southern China. The Shenzhen region 
is regarded as the new Silicon Valley, with a multitude of high-potential  
start-ups, high-tech heavyweights and an ecosystem of venture capitalists.
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Cutting the ribbon
The inauguration of the new office is held in the presence of over  

60 guests, including Didier Boschung, Consul General of Switzerland  

in Guangzhou, representatives of the Municipality of Shenzhen, entre-

preneurs and journalists.

March

June

Swiss drones in the limelight
Thomas Bohn speaks at the Drone World Congress to promote 

Western Switzerland’s strengths in the field of commercial drones. 

Shenzhen is home to the headquarters of DJI, the leading manufacturer 

of consumer drones.

Geneva strengthens its ties with China
An economic delegation led by State Councilor Pierre Maudet visits 

Shenzhen, Hangzhou and Shanghai. The objective of the visit, organized  

with the support of the GGBa, is to strengthen relations with inno-

vative China.

Launch of Sino-Swiss Shenzhen Hub
Fruit of a partnership with Invest Shenzhen, the Sino-Swiss Shenzhen 

Hub aims to showcase Western Switzerland and the Shenzhen region 

as a gateway for Chinese and Swiss companies interested in expanding 

their footprint in the other continent.

October
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A Bernese delegation to China  
Hi-Tech Fair
An economic delegation led by State Councilor Christoph Ammann 

visits China Hi-Tech Fair, the country’s largest technology event. 

Meetings with innovative Chinese companies are organized by the 

GGBa on the sidelines of the fair.

November

University of Bern and Malong team up
The University of Bern and Shenzhen-based company Malong Tech-

nologies sign a Memorandum of Understanding for the creation of 

a joint Artificial Intelligence lab. In 2015, a Twinning Agreement was 

signed between the Swiss canton and the Chinese city, with the aim of 

bringing the economies of the two regions closer together.

An award for excellence
The GGBa receives an award for its excellent cooperation in promoting 

foreign direct investment. The prize, awarded by Invest Shenzhen, is 

presented by the city’s mayor, Chen Rugui, during an official ceremony.

December
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Teaming up to succeed
Promoting Western Switzerland abroad is a team effort. The GGBa works 
with Swiss innovation stakeholders to strengthen the region’s positioning 
as a destination of choice for high-tech companies. Targeted prospecting 
missions were organized in 2018 together with CSEM, Idiap and PhytoArk.
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The infinitely 
precise attracts 
jobs from China “ Given the vastness of the Chinese market and its players, 

it is essential for us to be able to rely on a partner like the 
GGBa. With its in-depth local knowledge and extensive on-
site network, we have established contacts and trusted  
relationships with leading technology companies. We are 
looking forward to initiating collaborations with them, 
through the establishment of a presence in Switzerland 
or by bringing them closer to our SMEs to work on joint 
projects. The complementarity between the expertise of 
the GGBa and the technological competences of CSEM 
has resulted in a partnership that contributes to the pres-
tige and attractiveness of our region. ”

Georges Kotrotsios 
VP Marketing and Business Development  
CSEM

“ In recent years, the coastal city of Shenzhen has emerged  
as China’s innovation hub, with highly specialized hard-
ware companies seeking to go international and conquer 
the global market. Our promotion efforts are aimed at 
positioning Western Switzerland, a hotbed of technology 
in the heart of Europe, as a natural destination for these 
innovative companies. By partnering with CSEM during 
this mission, we were able to showcase the region as the 
world capital of microtechnologies, intelligent systems 
and micro-machining in an even more compelling and 
concrete way. ”

Xu Ting 
Southern China Senior Manager  
GGBa

The GGBa and CSEM met with a selection 
of innovative companies during a pros-
pecting mission organized in Shenzhen, 
in southern China, from 16 to 18 July 2018.

Acting as a link between research and industry, CSEM is a 
leading center in industrial innovation and in the transfer of 
disruptive microtechnologies. It has more than 450 highly 
qualified employees, spread between the sites of Neuchatel, 
Alpnach, Muttenz, Landquart and Zurich.
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Silicon Valais : 
when two AI 
leaders meet

Under the initiative of the GGBa, repre-
sentatives of Idiap and of the economic 
development office of the canton of 
Valais traveled to California from 1 to 5  
October 2018, for a series of meetings 
with Artificial Intelligence companies.

“ The focus of this mission was to create a bridge between 
Idiap, one of the world’s leading AI research institutes, and 
the San Francisco and Silicon Valley growing ecosystem 
of tech companies. Western Switzerland’s strong com-
petencies in research and academia once again proved  
to be an ideal match with the entrepreneurial environ-
ment in California. Growing companies are looking for 
stability, an educated workforce, innovative spirit, and an 
international flair, all of which can be found in our region 
of Switzerland. ”

Mark White, 
Director USA 
GGBa

“ Thanks to the GGBa, we were able to meet directly with 
key decision makers in the areas of natural language 
processing and applied Artificial Intelligence, among 
others. With Idiap’s history as the pioneer in PyTorch, the 
famous deep learning infrastructure used by Facebook, 
we had an instant connection that created synergies 
and excitement. We are continuing our dialogue with the 
companies that we met during our mission, and look 
forward to a follow up visit in 2019 to further discuss 
how to support their efforts in Western Switzerland and 
to identify new opportunities on the horizon. ”

Hervé Bourlard 
Director  
Idiap Research Institute

Idiap is a non-profit research foundation recognized by  
the Swiss Confederation as part of the strategic domain 
of the Swiss federal institutes of technology. Its activities 
encompass research, training, and technology transfer  
in the area of applied Artificial Intelligence for society.
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Alpine plants 
from Valais 
take center 
stage in Paris

“ The buzzing, international Cosmetic 360 fair is a true 
innovation showcase for the perfume and cosmetics  
sector, where both France and Switzerland boast a  
world-renowned know-how. With over 20 meetings 
scheduled, many of which were conducted along with 
PhytoArk, we were able to discuss with project promoters  
and potential partners in the areas of active ingredients, 
formulation and regulation, who see collaboration and 
growth opportunities in our region. Several meetings 
should translate into concrete developments, in the short  
or medium term. ”

Albert Suissa 
Director France 
GGBa

“ Our presence on the pavilion of French cosmetics group 
Alban Muller International, arranged with the help of the 
GGBa, proved to be fruitful and successful. For a young 
technological platform like PhytoArk, being in the spot-
light at such an international specialized event is a real 
springboard to highlight the wealth of raw materials  
in Valais, as well as our research and innovation sup-
port activities. Thanks to this presence, we were able to 
meet important players and have access to our priority 
targets, such as chief scientific officers. ”

Sarah Schneider 
Project Manager  
PhytoArk

Located in the Sion-Conthey region, PhytoArk is a technology  
site focused on the development and commercial exploita-
tion of alpine plants in high added-value products. It sup-
ports companies and start-ups throughout the process of 
mass-producing products based on natural ingredients, 
from conceptualization to market placement, including 
formulation and regulatory aspects.

The GGBa and PhytoArk carried out a 
joint prospecting operation at Cosmetic  
360, which was held in Paris on 17 and  
18 October 2018.
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About the GGBa
Founded on January 1st, 2010, the Greater Geneva Bern area (GGBa) regroups 
the cantons of Bern, Fribourg, Vaud, Neuchatel, Geneva and Valais.  
The GGBa’s mission is to attract foreign companies that will sustainably 
strengthen the priority expertise clusters of Western Switzerland and 
create high added-value jobs. More specifically, the GGBa generates invest- 
ment projects through its business development activities in foreign 
countries and transmits these projects to its member cantons, which are 
in charge of implementing them.


